INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AT HARBOR LIGHT CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
Harbor Light Christian School is pleased to have you consider us as you pursue your High School education. We have welcomed international students in the past few years and both the school and the students have greatly profited from their experience here. We hope that your experience in Northern Michigan at Harbor Light is a great experience for you.

Harbor Light Christian School is recognized by the Student Exchange and Visitor Program (SEVP) as a (SEVIS) Student and Exchange Visitor Information System, approved school with the ability to issue I-20 forms. An I-20 Form from Harbor Light will allow you to obtain a United States F-type Student Visa. Harbor Light is able to accept International students who are proficient in English in grades 9-12.   Harbor Light Christian School is listed on the SEVIS web site.
We can help you to continue or start your education in the United States. Our Administrator and Counselor are ready to talk with you when you to decide if Harbor Light Christian is the best place for you. They will discuss with you the academic, spiritual, and financial and conduct requirements and determine acceptance to our school. Once the proper paperwork is filled out and returned to our school office it will be reviewed and then an I-20 will be issued. This process can take up to two weeks so please plan ahead and make contact as soon as you decide.  Keep in mind that some of your consulate appointments cannot be made until you receive your I-20 number.
 For admission, interested students should begin by completing the application materials which can be obtained by emailing the school at hlcs@harborlight.org. Some forms are also on the web site (http://harborlightchristian.org) and may be completed on-line or may be down-loaded and mailed.  Forms include:

Application for Admission (digital) 

Enrollment Form (digital)
Early Enrollment Form (digital)
Scholarship Application (digital)
Pastoral Recommendation Form (digital)
· Copy of current Visa (if they have one)

· Copy of I-94 (if they have one)
· Copy of Passport (if they have one) 
· Teacher Letter of Recommendation including English proficiency or TOEFL results
· Proof of Academic Eligibility. Academic requirements considered for acceptance are: 

· Minimum US equivalent of a 3.0 high school (secondary school) grade point average (GPA). 

Official high school (secondary school) and/or university transcripts must be sent directly from the school or institution. Original documents must be in English. We accept translations from any recognized official translation agency with their seal of authenticity and accuracy. Personal translations will not be accepted.
Send completed application materials to hlcs@harborlight.org or:

Harbor Light Christian School

8333 Clayton Rd.


Harbor Springs, MI    49740


USA

ALL paperwork is required to be at our office before an I-20 will be issued. Please allow 2-3 days for the review process. Upon review of the required documents an I-20 will be issued. If you would like to pick up the I-20, an appointment will be required. If we have to send the I-20 internationally we will send it via US Postal Service. NO WALK-IN I-20'S WILL BE ISSUED!  ( $150 per student fee required for processing.) 
Non-Immigrant Visa and SEVIS:
To legally enter the United States as a non-immigrant visitor, most foreign nationals must obtain a visa from the Bureau of Consular Affairs at the U.S. Department of State (DOS). DOS issues different types of visa according to the purpose of the person's visit. SEVIS tracks non-immigrants in three classes of admission (visa types).  
Harbor Light Christian School currently issues I-20's for one of these classes, F1 students. We may accept students that have a F2 or J1 visa, even though we do not issue those forms.

A visa allows the foreign national to apply for admission to the United States at a Port of Entry (POE). Customs and Border Protection Officer at the POE will issue Form I-94. The Form I-94 is an extremely important document - it shows that the foreign national entered the United States legally; the class of admission (F, M, J, etc.) and the length of time the foreign national is allowed to remain in the United States.

F-1 non-immigrants are admitted for duration of status (for as long as the non-immigrant student’s remains enrolled in a SEVIS approved school full-time and otherwise maintains status).

The individual who serves as a link between the student and SEVIS is one of the following:

· Principal Designated School Official (PDSO), Loren Vannest. 

· Designated School Official (DSO), Patricia Wendt. 

SEVIS is a web-based system for collecting, managing, and reporting information on foreign students, exchange visitors, and their dependents temporarily in the United States in a non-immigrant status. SEVP manages SEVIS and provides policy support and program administration for F and M non-immigrants. The reporting and tracking of these non-immigrants is:

· Mandated by U.S. law 

· An important part of the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) mission 

· A way for U.S. authorities to differentiate between individuals who are in the United States for legitimate academic pursuits and those who may not be. 
 If your application is approved and IF a host family is available:
· You will be put in touch with your host family.

· Harbor Light Christian School will send you letters of acceptance, an I-20 form, and a tuition agreement.
· Sign and return the tuition agreement and current immunization record to Harbor Light Christian School.
· Pay the SEVIS I-20/DS-2019 fee through www.fmjfee.com, or see your country's U.S. Consulate or Embassy website. (Be sure to keep the receipt for payment of this $100.00 fee to take to your interview appointment!) 
· Gather all necessary documents to take with you to the interview. Use the following checklist! 
-Form I-20 (be sure to sign item #11) or DS-2019 (be sure to sign at the bottom) 

-Completed visa applications (DS-156, DS-158, and, if applicable, DS-157). 

-Receipt for visa application fee

 -Receipt for SEVIS I-20/DS-2019 Fee 

-Two 2"x 2" photographs in the prescribed format 

-Valid Passport 

-Documentary evidence of financial support (such as a sponsor or school scholarship letter) 

-F-1 Students: Certified, original bank statement or statement of income

-Admission acceptance letter from Harbor Light Christian School  

-Any information that proves that you will return to your home country after finishing your studies in the U.S. This may include proof of property, family, or other ties to your community. 

· Relax, and get ready for a great interview! 

-If you are granted your visa, keep all the above documents plus your visa to show when you enter the United States. 

-If you are unable to obtain a visa, you must return your I-20/DS-2019 form to our office before we can issue you a refund of your deposit. The deposit will be refunded to the original sender and bank account in the country of origin. 
 When you obtain an F-1 student Visa:
   Contact Harbor Light Christian School   at hlcs@harborlight.org or at 231-347-7859 you will be instructed as to how/where to electronically transfer your tuition.
 Purchase International Accident and Health/Medical Insurance.  We recommend ACE American Insurance, through ISM Insurance at www.ISMINC.com.  Submit proof of insurance to Harbor Light Christian School.
 Prepare to travel to your host family. Make your travel arrangements at least two months in advance. Fly to either Traverse City, Michigan, Pellston, Michigan or Detroit, Michigan. The first two are preferable as Detroit is a 5 hour drive. Send arrival information (including Airline, flight # and arrival time) to both harbor Light Christian School (231-347-7859) and your host family. You are responsible to update your host family if there is an arrival time change. Arrangements will be made to pick you up.
 All foreign exchange students are responsible for all expenses incurred and should arrange to have money for these expenses.
Termination:
Harbor Light Christian School follows the rules and regulations of the Department of Home Land Security (DHS). With doing so we are required to follow certain guidelines when accepting students and termination of students. 

SEVIS record termination are made when non-immigrant students are:

· No longer participating in a SEVIS-approved program of study 

· Does not report change of address within the 10 day requirement 

· Potentially out of status 

· No longer an F non-immigrant 

· Out of the country for more than 5 months and are not enrolled full-time 

There are many reasons a student may be terminated. These reasons are not necessarily negative. For example, an F student might need to return home before completing his or her program. The student would no longer need a non-immigrant status so his or her SEVIS record would be terminated, even though the student might continue to study at our school in the future.

Other reasons for termination revolve around a student's failure to meet the requirements of an F-1 non-immigrant status. Some examples of this are:

· Failure to enroll in a full course of study 

· Being expelled from the school or program of study 

Criteria for expulsion from Harbor Light Christian School are outlined in our Handbook.  Expulsion may also occur if there if the host family determines that the student is not in compliance with the family’s guidelines or if the family has a sudden change in status.  The student’s parents will be notified of any problems and the school will make an effort to find a replacement host family.  If this is not possible or if the student is expelled the student’s family must incur all expenses for the student’s return home.
School calendar:   See web site
 

Fees:
Processing Fee:  $150-  This needs to be either a Cashiers Check or Money Order in US dollars outside of the U.S., if in the U.S. a personal check is accepted.
Living Expenses:  Suggested living expenses are at the discretion of the host family and must be paid in terms agreed upon by the host family.  If the host family desires, alternate compensation may include coverage of a host family’s student’s tuition at Harbor Light Christian School.  In that instance, the fee may be paid directly to the school.  Host families may offer to defer all payment by the host family of living expenses as a ministry of their family.
Tuition Fees:  Please be advised semester of tuition is due upon registration and one semester upon arrival. (If this is not financially feasible please contact us to make arrangements). If you are going to be in a sport, etc, there may be extra fees. Please see the tuition rates.  
 Websites of Interest:
SEVIS I-901: http://www.fmjfee.com/ or

 

Visa Processing times: http://travel.state.gov/visa/tempvisitors_wait.php
 

SEVIS information: http://www.ice.gov/sevis/students/index.htm
 

F-1 Visa Information Page http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/types/types_1268.html
 

Document processing times with BCIS: http://www.ilw.com/
 

For Legal Information: http://shusterman.com/homepage.html
 

List of US Consulate offices around the world: http://www.usembassy.gov/
 

The Federal Register, to find copies of US regulations and laws: U.S. Government Printing Office Home Page
 

Center for Disease Control: http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/sars
 

World Health Organization: http://www.who.int/
 

general Student Visa Information: http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/types/types_1268.html
 

U.S. Department of State Bureau of Consular Affairs:Passport Photos Page Visit this site to find out the latest format requirements for your student visa photograph.

 

U.S. Department of State Visa Services: Visa Denials Find out what a visa denial means and how you can reapply for a student visa.

 

